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“And we know that 
for those who love 

God all things work 
together for good, 
for those who are 

called according to 
his purpose.”

 - Romans 8:28

 It took two full days of travel to bring us to our destination in Haiti.  We 
met with our group from the Apostolic Christian Church in Port au Prince then 
took a long 6 hour bus ride to the Hospital Lumiere in Bonne Fin.  Our group 
had 4 physicians, 2 nurses, one 
lab tech, a nurse practitioner 
and a nurse anesthetist.   At 
each clinic we talked with all 
the women before we started 
and described the procedure 
and educated them on how 
cervical cancer is caused. 
We have tried to encourage 
them in following the Bible’s 
guidelines to live well. We 
then prayed for the clinic with 
all the women present. 
 Monday we were up early and drove about an hour to the Cayes area.  We 
set up our cervical cancer screening there. We saw 252 women with 3 providers. 
We worked in some small rooms that they use for Sunday school at the church 
that were dark and hot and provided little privacy. On Tuesday and Wednesday 
we were off again to remote sites to do more cancer screening.  On Wednesday 
we worked with 2 practitioners on tables that were side by side. We had a local 
doctor from the town of Plaisance join us around mid-day to learn the screening 
procedure.  After a bit of training on patients he was good to go on his own and 

helped us through the afternoon. We 
saw 156 patients on these two days.  
 During this time, Andrew got some 
valuable experience in surgery. We were 
very proud of Andrew and his desire 
to return to Haiti and the maturity he 
is showing. He was asked by the ENT 
surgeon to help with a cleft lip repair. 
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 Life has kept us busy on the mission field. For the past three months I’ve been teaching over ninety 
pastors. There have been times when I’ve been completely drained. So, I felt led to be refilled weekly. I’m 
currently taking classes (Eschatology and Apologetics) at the African Bible University. I’m the lone white guy 
who sits in the front of the class, but I’ve truly enjoyed it. In addition, I attend a language class three times a 
week. My prayer is that as I teach through the Bible I will no longer need an interpreter. The Spirit has met 
me in many ways.  We recently had a visitor from ECF. Ernie Adams walked through the mission field with 
me and we had a blast.  Thank you for your labor Ernie!
 At the beginning of May the family and I will get a much needed two week break. We have planned a 
camping trip in Western Uganda on the Congo border.  Pray for our travels. If you are interested in what we 
are up to, you can follow our videos on the ECF website.

 He got to scrub in on the case, hold retractors and cut sutures. He was thrilled to be able to help and 
witnessed an 8 year old with a very disfiguring birth defect get the gift from Dr. Adam whose belief in God 
has compelled him to come and use his talents on those less fortunate.
 Thursday we set up the next cervical cancer screening at Hospital Lumiere. When we arrived there was 
a mob scene. We ended up screening 145 women. Again we were joined by a young Haitian physician who 
wanted to learn to do screenings. Part of our mission is to train the local physicians in the procedure so they 
can carry it on here. Andrew worked around the hospital helping with various chores and in the late afternoon 
was able to play some soccer and basketball with the local kids. He also handed out coloring books and 
crayons to the kids on the pediatric ward.
 Friday was our last day working at the hospital. The ENT team did an amazing amount of work on very 
advanced and difficult tumors, cleft lip repair, and other head and neck masses. Patients were very thankful for 
the work done. We quickly went to our last cervical cancer screening at the hospital and saw 74 women that 
morning, giving us a total of 618 women screened for the week. We finished our clinic and still had time for 
members of our team to give blood to the hospital blood bank. 
 Thinking back on this trip as well as our previous trips, each opportunity 
to serve in Haiti has been a different experience but has a common thread. 
That thread is our dependence on God’s provisions. At home, we find things 
are relatively easy and we tend to depend on our own provision and not reach 
to God. In a place like Haiti, 
where much is out of our hands, it 
helps us draw closer to God and 
rely on Him. Usually He provides 
for us in ways we could not have 
imagined. We pray that we can 
remember that dependence when 
we get back home. The Lord gave 
us a very productive trip and we 
feel we were able to encourage the 
missionary families there. 
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Uganda Update
by Jason Folkestad



 Many of you are familiar with the orphanage ministry located at The Mission in Carmen Serdan, Mexico.  
The Mission began in 1987 when a team of faithful servants from Applegate Christian Fellowship answered 
the call to begin a place where those considered the “throwaways” of Mexico could be cared for and shown 
the heart of Christ toward them.  Since then, The Mission has become a refuge for scores of disabled orphans 
from all over Mexico.  These precious ones come as children and spend their lifetime in this dear family that 
God has created (Psalm 68:6).  The Mission at Carmen Serdan consists of approximately 24 orphans and a 
vast array of both short-term and long-term staff members.  They welcome teams of volunteers to come and 
be a part of the work of the Lord there as well.  Anyone who has had the honor to participate in one of these 
trips knows that the blessing and service goes both ways.  
 Edgewater took a team down last summer to encourage and refresh the staff and to love on and care 
for the orphans.  Upon our departure the staff told us they had been in a very difficult season due to being 
shorthanded and battling illness as well. They shared that they had been praying for a team to come and give 
them practical reprieve as well as spiritual refreshment.  They proclaimed we were the answer to that prayer 
and they felt encouraged and equipped to continue the call they had answered. What an honor for us to be an 
answer to their prayers, but it was totally mutual.  We left on fire and equipped to come home and continue 
our callings as well.  
 Our desire as a body here at Edgewater is to send teams down to come alongside this ministry 2-4 times 
a year.  Please join us in prayer about this desire being fulfilled and what that will look like.  Also join us 
in lifting up these amazing orphans who are changing lives regularly, and for the staff who is serving them 
diligently.  If you have any questions or input about this ministry, or would like to be involved in some way 
please contact Jason or Crystal Allemand at 541-761-2518.

 Over the last few years we have seen the Lord redirect Edgewater Missions with several distinct changes 
that began with the vision being focused more specifically on fulfilling the great commission. Since that time 
we have seen opportunities to teach the Gospel in Mexico, Haiti, Uganda and Brazil.  The call that we have 
been given for those areas is to send small teams with the purpose of teaching the Word and how to study the 
Word in those specific countries. 
 When we first began sending out short-term mission teams we were taking larger teams.  This resulted 
in multiple mission opportunities being fulfilled simultaneously in the various countries.  Over the past two 
years we have attempted to streamline the team by sending only those who step forward with a call to go.  
The effectiveness of the smaller team in conjunction with the specific call to fulfill the Gospel is much more 
fruitful in carrying out the great commission. 
 Another distinct change in the mission vision includes the reality that going to a cross-cultural 
experience effectively means “leaving no footprints” in the country when the team leaves.  We have continued 
to discourage financial dependence on the western economy that is often an expectation in third world 
countries.  Research is verifying that the most effective short-term missions goal is teaching them how to fish 
rather than providing food.  It is exciting to see that, as we mature as a body, we are responding to the Holy 
Spirit changing the direction to not cripple the developing countries 
with the financial dependence on us. 

The Mission at Carmen Serdan
by Crystal Allemand

ECF’s Evolving Missions Vision
by Glen Litwiller
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  We have also seen a directional shift in the desire of Edgewater individuals to commit themselves to a 
longer term mission trip in several different countries.  In addition to the Folkestad family serving in Uganda 
and the Bergquist family ministering in Brazil, there are several others praying about a long-term experience.  
We continue to see individuals offering the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives them to manifest Jesus Christ in 
these countries.  
 Please continue to pray for the continued work in these countries.  We appreciate immensely the support 
of your gifts as a body as you continue to look for practical ways to serve the kingdom and to spread the 
Good News. 

ECF’s Evolving Missions Vision Continued...

 The Spirit continues to move in each transition of Matthew’s Crew and their 
ministry. Being full of life with the name, Tomahawk, because of his ability to huck a disc 
while playing disc golf, Zach has recently checked into Matthew’s Crew for his 1 year 
commitment. At the same time Reid exited his first year celebrating what the Lord has 
done in his life by immediately finding a job and continuing to be involved in ministries 
at Edgewater. Pray for Matthew’s Crew, specifically for Zach and Reid, as they continue 
successful transitions. Also pray for the evolving dwelling place for Matthews Crew as 
they have been given a double wide mobile.

Matthew’s Crew Changes
by Casey Ivy


