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Hello again! I love seeing all of your 

beautiful, smiling faces and reconnecting 

with so many of you. I'd like to start by 

saying thank you, thank you, thank you. 

I can't express enough gratitude for your 

support in sending me to Uganda.  All 

your prayers, emails, care packages, and 

finances have blessed me in such a 

beautiful way and given me a greater 

understanding of the body of Christ. 

Upon my return to Oregon, I quickly realized how difficult it would be to share my 

experience with you. It's harder than I expected to sum up the past five months of 

life in Uganda, but I desire to share with you my time there.  I knew that God was 

calling me to go alone and when I arrived in 

Uganda in early August, I honestly had some 

pretty grand ideas of what things might look 

like for me there.  I was looking forward to 

reconnecting with the friends I had made on 

my first trip to Uganda, learning about their 

culture, their language, traveling and sharing 

God’s love with all those around me.  Knowing 

that I would be in Uganda alone for only one 

month before the Folkestads arrived, I figured I 

would have the hang of things in that time 

period.  

(continued on page 2) 
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What’s Inside: 

My Time In Uganda 
      By Brooke Marsh 

“Trust in 

the Lord 

with all 

thine heart.”  

Proverbs 

3:5 
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Instead it was one of the hardest months of my life.    

I found that the things I take for granted were 

painfully obvious.  For instance, speaking English.  

May I encourage you to be thankful for our 

common language?  When speaking the same 

language, it is easy to talk with, tell jokes, and 

laugh with one another.  This was not so in 

Uganda.  If you are a woman and you do anything 

by yourself, be thankful.  When making lunch takes less than two hours, and you don’t have to go outside several 

times, boil water on a charcoal stove, or take the time to bleach your 

vegetables, be thankful.  Additional hardships included spiritual attacks 

from the enemy.  But God showed me the importance of a community 

and bearing one another’s burdens like never before.   

My time in Uganda, gave me a unique opportunity to lay aside the cares 

of my own life at home and focus solely on the Lord and what He had 

for me each day.  Some of the things I did varied from day to day.  

There were two schools I would visit each week where I had the 

opportunity to teach the Bible in a different way than they had heard 

before.  I got a chance to share Jesus and answer questions about colors, meaning of names, theology that allowed 

me to go deeper in the Word, digging for answers to questions I, myself, had never asked.  Michelle Folkestad and 

I taught Sunday School each week at Sign of the Dove Church, Uganda.  I had the younger children, ages one to 

six years old, which was a new challenge for me, one I grew to love.  Outside of these ministries, my days were 

spent as God led.  Sometimes I would stay at the schools longer, visit with the women, spend time at an 

orphanage, going on walks around our neighborhood or to the market, 

etc.  I desired to do whatever God asked of me, whether big or small, and 

I started to realize that even the small things that God asks us to do are 

not so small after all.  It was one of the biggest lessons God taught me 

while in Uganda.  

Since I have been back, many of my challenges are learning how to live 

out those lessons I learned in Uganda.  God has given me a beautiful 

season of rest and reflection for which I am so thankful.   

He is slowly teaching me how to move forward in my life here in Grants 

Pass or wherever He wants me to be.         

     (continued on back page) 
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Our Mission Night on Thursday, January 16th was a wonderful time of fellowship and testimonies.  HAITI - We 

heard from Terry Mathews and Casey Ivy regarding their trip in November, and how their accomplishments were 

set in motion by the earlier summer trips.  It was exciting to hear how the six churches we are connected with in 

Leogane have finally reached a point where they are willing to work together as a church body rather than 

competitively as individual churches.  BRAZIL - Carissa and Isabella Heverly updated us on their trip with Matt 

Heverly to Brazil.  Their trip was full of humorous stories and exciting adventures.  Their social support as a family 

seemed to be a relief and a blessing to the Bergquist clan.  UGANDA - A recap was given from the team of five 

(Jason and Rikki Fletcher, Ryan and Natalie Evans, and 

Trevor Hanks) that went to Uganda in November; as well as 

details given by Brooke Marsh regarding her five month stay 

there.  The Lord has been good to the Folkestads and the 

ministry happening in Uganda through them and their work 

alongside Sign of the Dove, Uganda.   

  

If you were not able to make it to the Mission Night, please 

keep an eye out on our website for the video interviews that 

were shared. Visit www.edgewaterfellowship.org/missions/ 

ECF Mission Night Update 

  By Natalie Evans 

 

Are you called? How do know if you're called? What is my purpose? These were some of the questions my wife 

and I had to ask ourselves prior to leaving Grants Pass to serve in East Africa. Uganda is a place where missionaries 

are needed year round. They say Uganda is leading all the other countries in East Africa. So, it's become a melting 

pot of people. Since the rebellion in South Sudan, many more refugees have flooded into Uganda. My wife and I 

have felt called to help those who no one will help. Like a lot of nations, the enemy has created division between 

ethnicity, culture and tribes. Many reports read of a flesh and blood battle here. We see something different, 

something extremely spiritual.  As I write this, at 9 o'clock pm your time, I'm scheduled to baptize over 50 people. 

The enemy has attempted to throw some extremely fiery darts our way to prevent this from happening. Pray that 

Africans will be reborn this day in the name of Christ.  

 

God is doing a wonderful work in our family. In the midst of making disciples, we are just now beginning to feel at 

home in a place where life can be extremely difficult. We feel blessed to know our faith has led us to serving where 

the Spirit has called us. The fact is you're reading this missions newsletter for a purpose. 

Spiritually, God is doing a work in you.  If you are responding, the question is....what's 

next?  We could sure use help here in Africa if you feel called. Hope to see you soon. 

 

Praise God.  

Being Called to Uganda 

 By Jason Folkestad 



 

 

 

Edgewater Christian Fellowship 

Missions 

101 Assembly Circle 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 
 

Phone:  541-474-7172 

Fax:      541-474-6026 
Email: 

receptionist@edgewaterfellowship.org 

Visit us on Facebook 

We’re on the Web 

www.edgewaterfellowship.org 

We are a body of believers in 

Grants Pass, desiring to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and to make 

Him known. 

Glen Litwiller-Missions Leadership Pastor    541-218-4422 

Mike Dennis-Uganda, Africa                      541-660-1039 

Jason Fletcher-Kenya, Africa                   541-450-3238 

Casey Ivy-5 Rock Ranch & Matthew's Crew 541-660-5143 

Nikki Johnson-Mission Newsletter & Media   541-659-1138 

Shawn Logue-Brazil                                 541-474-7172 

Terry Mathews-Haiti                          541-218-4767 

Glen Litwiller-India 541-218-4422 

Jason & Crystal Allemand-Mexico 541-761-2518 

Leadership members are assigned a country specific to their passion.  

If you are interested in serving in any of these countries listed, 

please contact the representative of that country.  

 

ECF Mission Prayer Requests 

ECF Mission Leadership 

I’m working on the book that God initially put on my heart when He asked me to go back to Uganda.  It looks very 

different than what I imagined and I am looking forward to sharing what God has shown me in this season.   

At this time I currently do not have plans to return to Uganda, however, I am open to whatever the Lord has for me.  

He is faithful to guide us beside still waters and in paths of righteousness, knowing His plans for us are better than 

any of our own.  Again, I want to express my thanks for your love and support.  God has used you all to bless me 

in such an incredible way.   

For anyone whose questions are unanswered, who might be interested in going on the mission field, or who may 

desire to know how to help the Folkestads, I would enjoy answering these questions and talking with you.  Please 

contact me at bruklynbelle@yahoo.com. 

My Time In Uganda Continued 

♦ Continue praying for the Folkestads in Uganda as 

they minister to those around them. 

♦ Pray for The Shepherd’s House leaders and the  

       women as they continue to grow in God’s Word.   

♦ Please pray as the Bergquist’s ministiry in Brazil evolves due to a change in demographics.      


