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SUNDAY - July 5, 2026

The Grind: Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 - The End of the Matter

SERMON SUMMARY:

Ecclesiastes 12 confronts the reality of aging, mortality, and the urgency of turning toward God while
there is still time. Solomon uses vivid pictures of the body’s decline to remind us that strength, ability,
and earthly comforts are temporary. Rather than causing despair, this truth becomes an invitation to
repentance, wisdom, and a life centered on God now.

Solomon teaches that true wisdom comes through trustworthy instruction, correction, and lived
experience. Life is not just something to study but a gift to enjoy through love, gratitude, relationships,
and obedience. The final call is simple: fear God, love Him fully, love others deeply, and allow Christ to
transform a self-focused life into one marked by generosity, patience, and enduring love.

SCRIPTURE:

Ecclesiastes 12:1-14, Proverbs 27:6, 2 Corinthians 2:4, Ecclesiastes 2:24, 3:13, 5:18-19, 9:7-10a,
Matthew 22:36-40. John 3:16, 1 Corinthians 13, John 15

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What are some of the specific, physical images used in Ecclesiastes 12 to describe the process

of aging?

According to the text, what is the ultimate conclusion or "end of the matter" for humanity?

How are wise words described in verse 11, and what is their intended effect?

What two great commandments did Jesus say all the Law and the prophets hang upon?

The text suggests the slow decline of the body is a merciful window for repentance rather than a

sudden, shocking end. Why might a gradual process be more merciful for turning toward God?

6. Words of the wise are said to be like goads. Why is pain or discomfort sometimes a necessary
part of gaining wisdom and spiritual growth?

7. The idea is presented that some of life's most important realities—like love, forgiveness, or
joy—cannot be learned from a book alone. Why must these things be lived and experienced?

8. How does the metaphor of a "black hole" versus a "cell" illustrate the difference between
selfishness and true, biblical love?

9. Solomon's portrait of aging creates a sense of urgency, reminding us that it will never be easier
to seek God than it is right now. Is there a specific area of your relationship with God you have
been putting off or delaying that you feel prompted to address today?

10. Our sources of instruction matter greatly, shaping our hearts and actions. Who is one teacher or
author you are currently learning from? How does their teaching measure up to the test of
increasing your love for God and for your neighbor?

11. Wisdom often comes as a goad—a painful but necessary correction. When was the last time
someone offered you a loving critique that was difficult to hear? How did you respond, and what
was the result in your life?
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12. Life is a gift to be received and enjoyed now, not just a problem to be solved. What is one
simple, ordinary gift from God—a shared meal, a beautiful sight, a moment of laughter—that
you can intentionally savor and give thanks for this week?

13. Love is described as being patient, kind, and hopeful, acting like a cell that gives itself away
rather than a black hole that consumes. In your closest relationship, which characteristic of love
from 1 Corinthians 13 do you find most difficult to practice? What is one practical step you can
take this week to move toward that person in love instead of self-centeredness?

14. The fear of God puts every other fear in its proper place. What is a fear or anxiety that currently
feels overwhelming? How might reorienting your focus onto the character and nature of God
change your perspective on that situation?
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